Introduction

The story of Edgefield, South Carolina is a long one, reaching back to the earliest period before any European settlers arrived when only Native Americans roamed the forests.  It extends through the turbulent Colonial and Revolutionary periods, the formation of County government, the beginnings of the cotton boom, the years of antebellum prosperity, the development of Sectionalism, the Civil War, Reconstruction, the rise of Tillmanism and Progressivism, the devastation of the Boll Weevil, the Great Depression, World War II and the economic diversification as we moved into the modern era.


Edgefield is a unique place. Its history has earned it a national reputation for its politics, violence, agriculture of cotton and peaches, manufacturing of pottery and textiles, and religious and educational institutions. Its quintessential small town ambiance is epitomized by its Town Square and classic Court House and by the remarkable state of preservation of its public buildings, churches, homes and cemeteries.  The Edgefield of today is at once a reflection of the affluence of its antebellum era and the commercial vitality of the late 19th century.

The people of the Town – including natives and newcomers alike – take pride in recounting the stories of the past and handing down to new generations the rich history which has made the community what it is.  This site is intended to give the viewer a taste of that rich past, providing a general thematic overview of its history: a presentation of many of the homes and buildings, including the downtown sites around the Town Square; and biographical sketches of the 10  famous governors of Edgefield.  Throughout this website there are photographs – some old and some new – of the Town, the sites, the homes and the people who have made Edgefield what it is, and which, hopefully, will make the Town come alive for the reader.

This website is not about the County as a whole: rather it is focused on the Town of Edgefield.  Although a few of the most significant of the outlying plantation houses are included, the book is primarily about the Town of Edgefield, the sites around the Courthouse Square and down Main Street, the historic houses throughout the Town, and the leaders of the County who came here to participate in the political, social and economic life that was centered here.  We have made the decision to bring our history up to the period of the early 1970’s and leave the decades since for later generations to interpret.  Many readers will question why we included certain sites, houses and people, and yet excluded others.  This has been our greatest challenge.  We could have done four times as many sites and houses and ten times as many people, but this initial effort had to end somewhere.  We hope that readers will forgive us for what some people will consider oversights.

This gets to the question of what this website is intended to be, and what it is not intended to be.  This is not intended as a comprehensive history: that would take many hundreds, if not thousands, of pages and perhaps many volumes.  It is not a collection of many of the rich and wonderful stories which we could tell:  that will come later in a book.  It is not an Edgefield “encyclopedia”: that, too, will await a later effort.  It is intended merely as a tool to introduce visitors to our community, to whet the appetite of readers and to encourage prospective authors to add to the historiography of this special corner of the world.

